Pretvaranje prostora u mjesto: putopisi Jamesa Cooka by Tihana Klepač
135
T. Klepač, Creating Place out of Space: James Cook’s Travel Writing - SRAZ LII, 135-164 (2007)
  
Tihana Klepač
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Zagreb
Creating Place out of Space: James Cook’s Travel Writing
UDC 81’371:82-94Cook
               323.1(94)
               323.1(7)
Original scientific paper
Received on 20 June 2007
















Construction of Place: Processes Involved 
Already	in	1984	in	his	book	Inventing Australia	Richard	White	discus-
sed	national	identity	as	“an	invention,”	an	“intellectual	construct”	(White	




embodiment	of	human	will	 (Houston	 in	Grgas	2000:	 159-160).	That	 is	
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identity,	 and	 its	positive	 function	 is	 to	 create	 identity	 in	 the	 sense	of	
belonging	to	a	place,	identity	rooted	in	individual	or	collective	memory	
(Larson	1998:	95).		
because	 they	describe	 the	history	of	Cook’s	 journeys,	 and	 thereby	
map	and	record	space	which	thus	becomes	place,	Cook’s	journals	are	an	
important	building	block	in	the	architecture	of	both	North	American	and	
Australian	 identities.	 In	 the	map	and	 the	 comments	accompanying	 it,	
through	discussion	of	environment,	language	and	history	Cook	created	















consequently	 into	 existence	 through	Cook’s	 journals.	However,	place	
emerging	from	them	in	a	“complex	relationship	of	language,	history	and	
environment”	was	othered	(Spivak)	in	the	process.	Now	much	as	it	is	true	
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Said	defines	Orientalism,	which	was	eventually	expanded	to	refer	to	
discursive	modes	covering	“a	wide	range	of	institutional	constructions	




it	was	 a	 supreme	example	of	 the	 construction	 of	 the	other”	 (Ashcroft	
1999:	167-168),	which	calls	in	structuralist	interpretation	of	identity	as	a	
(human)	construct,	constructed	primarily	through	text,	through	writing.	
Thus	 the	Orient,	 or	 the	 colonial	 other,	 “is	not	 an	 inert	 fact	 of	nature,	
but	 a	phenomenon	constructed	by	generations	of	 intellectuals,	 artists,	
commentators,	writers,	politicians,	 and	more	 importantly,	 constructed	






produced	 its	 subjects”	 (Ashcroft	1999:	 171).	According	 to	 Spivak	 the	
“existence	of	others	is	crucial	in	defining	what	is	‘normal’	and	in	locating	
one’s	own	place	in	the	world”	(Ashcroft	1999:	169).	Orientalist	discourse	
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Other	occurs	in	the	same	process	by	which	the	colonial	others come into 
being”	(Ashcroft	1999:	171).	






colonial	 subjectivity	of	 the	 inhabitants	will	be	produced.”	The	 second	
“is	an	example	of	debasement	whereby	 the	…	 tribes	are	described	…	




Place as a “Complex Interaction of Language, History and Envi-
ronment” as Revealed in Cook’s Journals
Cook’s	 journals	 follow	 the	 conventional	 form	 of	 the	 genre,	 as	
elaborated	by	Dean	Duda	 in	Priča i putovanje.3	According	to	Duda	the	
elements	of	travel	writing	are	exposition	or	framework,	itinerary,	subject	











3	 Duda,	Dean.	1998.	Priča i putovanje [Story and Travel],	Zagreb:	Matica	hrvatska.	
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Environment
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clearing	away	of	 the	misty	and	 foggy	 spaces	of	 the	globe	and	giving	
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This	in	turn	reveals	important	information	about	Cook	as	the	subject	
of	 the	 travel	writing	and	how	that	 subject	 is	 transformed	 through	 the	
experience	of	 travel.	There	are	 two	 types	of	 subjects	 in	 travel	writing	
(Duda	1998:111)	and	Cook	positions	himself	as	a	subject	interpreting	from	
a	position	of	the	Other.	Thus,	having	to	choose	between	a	subject	whose	













This	 is	 especially	 evident	 in	 relation	 to	 landscape	where	Cook,	 in	





Comparison	of	 the	unknown	with	 the	known	 is,	 indeed,	 inherent	
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our people	plainly	understand	they	had	eaten	…	For	the	various	articles	
















the	 cartographic	 language	of	his	 journals,	 space	becomes	place	 in	 the	
mapped	system	of	great	imperial	history.
Cook	prepared	well	for	his	trip;	he	studied	maps	and	read	journals	
of	his	predecessors,	 and	was	not	 surprised	 to	 see	 indigenous	people	
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result	in	the	King’s	people	shooting	the	unfortunate	Kareemo,9 a tragedy 
which	cost	Cook	his	life”	(Price	1971:	254).	







conditions),	 prosopography	 (description	 of	 physical	 characteristics,	
posture),	 and	 ethopoeia	 (description	of	moral	 characteristics,	 habits,	
behaviour)	(Duda	1998:	6).	





closer	 the	 knowledge	 acquired	 through	 travelling	 experience.	 The	
unknown	 is	 interpreted	 through	 the	 known,	 homeland	makes	
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The	head	neck	 and	 shoulders	 of	 this	Animal	was	 very	 small	 in	






Colour.	Excepting	the	head	and	ears	which	I thought was something like 
the Hare’s, it bears no sort of resemblance to any European animal I ever saw 
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The	natives	arrived	 in	 their	canoes	 throwing	“handfuls	of	 feathers	
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brought	 into	 being,	 examples	 of	which	we	have	 in	Cook’s	writings	
already:	“If	I	were	I	to	affix	a	name	to	the	people	of	Nootka,	as	a	distinct	
nation,	I	would	call	them	Wakashians,	from	the	word	wakash,	which	was	
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process	 relying	on	 comparison	of	 the	unknown	with	 the	known,	but	
they	also	promote	Linné’s	classification	that	had	deep	implications	for	
the	European	knowledge	base	and	philosophy	of	life	on	Earth.	Namely,	









Pratt	in	Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation concludes	that	
such	a	classificatory	system	“created	the	task	of	locating	every	species	
on	 the	planet,	 extracting	 it	 from	 its	particular,	 arbitrary	 surroundings	
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(the	chaos),	and	placing	it	in	its	appropriate	spot	in	the	system	(the	order	







has	 to	be	 asymmetrical	 to	 its	 objects	 (Carter	 1988:	 52).	Carter	gives	 a	
vivid	example:	“blindfold	a	man	and	place	him	 in	a	 room	filled	with	
symmetrically	placed	 round	 tables:	 he	might	be	 able	 to	 feel	 his	way	
‘forward’,	but	he	would	have	no	idea	where	he	was,	nor	what	direction	
he	walked	 in.	The	glare	 of	 the	uninterruptedly	 symmetrical	 horizon	
blindfolded	the	explorer	quite	as	effectively”	(1988:	52).	Thus	Frederic	
Jameson,	 even	 though	 discussing	 a	 phenomenon	 occurring	 across	
contemporary	cities,	stressed	the	need	to	have	distinctive	points	in	space	







representation	on	 the	part	of	 the	 individual	 subject	 to	 that	vaster	and	
properly	unrepresentable	 totality	which	 is	 the	 ensemble	 of	 society’s	
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A	point	shoots	out	from	the	main	toward	the	north	east	end	of	the	
























moved	 in	a	world	of	 language,	meaning	 that	 “for	him	words	 created	
10	 http://www.captaincooksociety.com/ccsu4126.htm
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conceptual	space”	(Carter	1988:	7),	which	is	consistent	with	Saussure’s	
claim	that	language	is	constitutive,	that	it	constitutes	our	understanding	





















we	need	 to	 refer	 back	 to	 history,	more	precisely,	 to	 Linné.	Namely,	
once	plants	and	animals	were	classified,	Linné	 included	people	 in	his	
classification.	 Initially	he	drew	a	distinction	between	homo sapiens and 
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preservation,	and	those	virtues	which	contribute	to	it;	in	which	case,	he would have to be 
accounted most virtuous, who put least check on the pure impulses of nature.”	(my	emphasis)	
http://www.constitution.org/jjr/ineq	03.htm
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wholly	unacquainted	not	only	with	the	superfluous	but	the	necessary	
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is	perceived	as	a	“child”	of	the	empire,	to	refer	back	to	Lacan	(see	page	


















The	polar	 opposite	 of	 this	 view	was	 that	 of	 Locke,	 expressed	 in	
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We	soon	discovered,	by	 this	nearer	 intercourse,	 that	 they	were	as	
light-fingered	as	any	of	our	friends	in	the	islands,	we	had	visited	in	the	
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human	 skulls	 and	bones,	 to	 infer	 that	 they	 treat	 their	 enemies	with	
a	degree	 of	 brutal	 cruelty,	 this	 circumstance	 rather	marks	 a	 general	
agreement	of	 character	with	 that	of	 almost	 every	 tribe	of	uncivilized	
man,	in	every	age,	and	in	every	part	of	the	globe,	than	they	are	to	be	
reproached	with	any	 charge	of	peculiar	 inhumanity	 (North	America;	
Cook	1784:	91).
Finally,	 as	 explained	 by	 Spivak,	 so	 debased,	 the	 natives	 had	 an	
obligation	 to	 surrender	 their	 land	 to	 the	European	 colonizers.	 Thus	
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America	emerged	into	history	as	distinctive	places,	from	the	undefined,	
imagined	 spaces	 on	 the	map	 through	Cook’s	 journals.	but	 the	 space	
created	was,	partly	because	of	the	nature	of	travel	writing	but	also	because	
of	 the	 then	prevalent	social	 ideology,	created	as	Europe’s	other.	 In	 the	
process	the	indigenous	voice	was	silent.	
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